Prairie DuPont Post 485 -- Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: 13 Jul 2026
	Organization:
	Prairie DuPont Post 485, American Legion, Department of Illinois

	Meeting Type:
	Regular Membership Meeting

	Call to Order:
	13 July 2026 at 19:03 Hours (7:03 PM)



1. Opening Ceremonies
Commander (Brian Humphrey): I'm going to go ahead and call the meeting to order here at 7-0-3. Everyone please stand, face the colors, colors of the nation in place, hands salute. To chaplain, would you please offer the opening prayer. Everyone uncover.
[Opening Prayer]
Almighty God, father of all mankind and judge over nations, we pray thee to guide our work in this meeting and all our days. Send thy peace to our nation and to all nations. Hasten the fulfillment of thy promise of peace that shall have no end.

We pray for those who serve the people and guard the public welfare, that by thy blessings they may be enabled to discharge their duties honestly and well. We pray that by thy help they may observe the strictest justice, keep alight the fires of freedom, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy and preserve untarnished our loyalty to our country and to thee. Finally, oh God of mercy, we ask thy blessing and comfort for those who are suffering mental and physical disability. Cure them and bring them the blessings of health and happiness. Amen.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Let's go ahead and recover. I know we've messed this up in the past but go forward. POW/MIA chair is in place at all official meetings of the American Legion as a physical symbol of the many American POWs and MIAs still unaccounted for from all the wars and conflicts involved in the United States of America. This is a reminder for all of us to spare no effort to secure the release of any American prisoners from captivity. The repatriation of the remains of those who died bravely in defense of liberty and a full accounting of those missing. Let us rededicate ourselves to this vital endeavor. Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance. We can do the hand salute.
Speaker 12: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. Two.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): All right, while we're all up does everyone have their copy of the preamble?
[Preamble to the Constitution of the American Legion]
For God and country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a 100% Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our association in all wars; to cultivate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state, and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and goodwill on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): You can have a seat. Thank you. I now declare Prairie DuPont, Post 485, the American Legion, and Department of Illinois regularly convened. Adjutant, please note the starting of the minute, which I mentioned earlier, was 19.03 hours. If you would, sir, please conduct the roll call of officers.
2. Roll Call of Officers
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Commander.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Present.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Senior Vice Commander.
Senior Vice Commander (Joe Butler): Present.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Junior Vice Commander.
Junior Vice Commander (Tyler Beel): Present.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Adjutant.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): I'm here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Finance Officer.
Finance Officer (Lisa Humphrey): Here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Service Officer.
Service Officer (Stephen Wylie): Here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Chaplain.
Chaplain (Fred Woods): Here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Sergeant-at-Arms.
Sergeant-at-Arms (Stephen Wylie): Here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Judge Advocate.
Judge Advocate (Stephen Wylie): Here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Historian.
Historian (Fantasy Lilly): Here.
Adjutant (Ken Riddle): Sir, all present and/or accounted for.
3. Approval of Previous Minutes & Introductions
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Good deal. All right. If you would, sir, please give a reading of the minutes from our previous meeting. The minutes are posted on the website. Does anyone have any questions about that? Or everyone's good going to the... We're good. Good. Before I go any further, Lisa has a new job. She has a very, very early morning tomorrow, so I'm going to try to expedite this meeting to get it done, to get her home so she can get to bed so she doesn't wake up cranky or in a bad mood for her whole day.
Lisa Humphrey: So I can get my beauty sleep.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): All right. That being said, well, we don't have any new members or guests here. Oh, no. That's Terry. I just didn't recognize him. Haven't seen him. Wow. Good deal.
4. Committee and Chair Reports
Service Officer Report
Service Officer (Stephen Wylie): I just wanted to mention again about the Taking Care of American Veterans Act. It's still being highly contested among service organizations and politicians alike.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): And most veterans organizations do not approve of that, correct, if I remember?
Stephen Wylie: The American Legion does. The Legion is the only one I found that does.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): I don't know why. It's a screw-up. It's a bad deal.
Service Officer (Stephen Wylie): The Wounded Warrior Project does. There's like 23 of them that drafted a letter in support of it. Yeah.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): I do know, the last I heard, the House and the Senate have both tabled it for right now. It's not going forward. They're pulling it back because there's been so much. Anyway. All right.
Employment, Education & Veterans Affairs
Jamie Williams (Speaker 3): Hi, it's Jamie Williams. Just wanted to let everybody know, at JB [John Cochran / Jefferson Barracks], on July 15th and 17th, they're doing their Creative Arts Festival. So they've got music, dance, comedy, singing, storytelling, prose, artwork, all of that will be in the gym over there. Friday, July 17th, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and July 15th is actually 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. They're going to do a light lunch and serve dinner.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): On education, on August 8th, Representative Schmidt is sponsoring a free CPR certification class here. The link is on our Facebook page. You do have to sign up through the link, but you can get certified in CPR for free here on the 8th of August.
National Security
Commander (Brian Humphrey): National security, not much there... Those of you who do not know, Senator Lindsey Graham passed away. He was actually a veteran, Air Force veteran, active duty full bird colonel. So obviously we keep not only the nation, the state of South Carolina, but his family in our thoughts and prayers. Stand-up guy. He'd been working very hard. He was trying to end the war over there.
Media and Communications
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Media and communications. Jamie, I'll kind of throw that your direction because you sent me the post. You can share that information.
Jamie Williams: So we've been trying to be a little bit more social on our socials. In case you haven't noticed, we have 76 net followers that we've gained in the last month. We're over 1.1k now. Our views are up 48%, interactions are up 13%, and our net followers are up 117%.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): So keep tracking. A lot more people involved. A lot of favorable comments. I'm getting messaged on the regular and people talking. So very nice. Keep moving forward there.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Yeah, and we are going to have to... The eBoard voted to renew our ILLegion485.org website page. We need to add a link to that to our Facebook. So we'll be getting that up and done. Outside of that, I don't think we have anything else for media and communication other than I can tell you district is looking to move to Facebook so you'll be able to watch the meetings live and then come back also and watch recordings of them and other district information will be put out there. However, the person who had volunteered to help with that, Lisa, is waiting to talk to the district commander for him to give more specifics.
Lisa Humphrey (Finance Officer): I need something that actually gives me a better idea of what he's really looking for.
Children and Youth
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Children and youth, we can go into that on August 1st. Moms on a Mission has their annual back-to-school event that we will be hosting again here. It's where they hand out all the backpacks. That's all on them. We usually have to have a few people here. There is a possibility I won't be here for that, so we're going to need somebody to be. Joe is going to be in charge, and Terry, obviously.
Jamie Williams: Jamie Williams, about the Moms on a Mission thing, they usually do the trunks. We actually shared it out on our social media today. They are desperately looking for trunks. So, slight suggestion, maybe we can get one from the Sons, one from the Legion, maybe the Auxiliary. I personally will not be here either. It's like Trunk or Treat. They do different things for the kids. I think the theme is circus this year. The kids go around to the different things. You kind of decorate your car, and you have candy, and games, or if you have extra, you could even have crayons, school supplies, whatever, to hand out. If you know anybody also out in the community, or any other businesses that would like to support the community as well, reach out and tell them, hey, contact Moms. They're looking for some assistance.
Lisa Humphrey: This is Lisa, Finance Officer. Just so, for anybody who isn't on Facebook on the regular, it's from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Internal Affairs and Membership
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Internal affairs and memberships, that falls under, yes, ma'am. Senior Vice, do we have anything updating on that?
Joseph Butler (Sr Vice Cmdr): No, this is Joseph Butler, Senior Vice. I have not gotten anything yet.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): And I can concur with that, because I was just talking to the Commander today. They will have more stuff for membership coming out on that probably after the organizational meeting on the 25th of next month.
Finance Report
Lisa Humphrey : Finance Officer report: Last month's ending balance was $3,678.48. This month's ending balance is $5,966.59. So we're up. I will call that a win.
Service Officer (Stephen Wylie): I forgot to bring up the CD... We have a CD that's been auto-renewed since '22, and Regions Bank sent a letter saying that if they don't hear from us by the end of the month, they're going to cast it off into unclaimed funds. We've got about $3,500 in there, but with the auto-renewal, like the last quarter we got 45 cents on $3,500. So I'm the last remaining out of three signatories. I'm the last remaining living signator. And my suggestion was, since that's about what is owed to the SAL [Sons of the American Legion], that I go ahead and cash it in and turn it over to the SAL.
Lisa Humphrey (Finance Officer): I'll make a motion that as a finance officer that we go ahead and...
Commander (Brian Humphrey): We can do that, but unfortunately to keep this by the rules, we have to do that under new business. So we have to get through the reports first. You are on the right track, just in the wrong spot. Any questions on the finance report? If not, the finance report will stand as read, pending audit.
Canteen & Bar Management
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Canteen! That would be me, bar manager. As far as everything that's been going up there, sales have been increasing. We've been getting better steady business. For those of you who don't know, employee-wise, Larry, Connie's husband, his mother, passed away last week. Keep them in your thoughts and prayers. Outside of that, we had the poker run that was this Saturday. It went very well. We got a lot of compliments because we were the only establishment that actually had more than one bartender show up, so nobody had to wait for anything. Tyler reported, and several other people talked to me afterwards that their members requested that we be on their next poker run stop because they really enjoyed themselves.
Tyler Beel (Jr Vice Cmdr): Tyler Beel, Junior Vice, that's in talks. They want to start or end their poker run here. They do an auction and stuff like that at their first and last stop.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): We have the facilities for that, so we would be very happy. For those of you who don't know, it was Fire and Iron. It's all firemen and first responders. Anyone have any questions before moving on?
Jamie Williams: Can we get a form together about our inventories so we don't run into the situation where we run out of items like water again? What is the standard procedure?
Commander (Brian Humphrey): There's a board up there. They're supposed to, as soon as they put something on it or see it low, take a picture of it and send it to Lisa or I to get it ordered. It's an employee execution matter, not a lack of a form. We like it when we're low instead of completely out.
Building, Parks, and Grounds
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Canteen building, don't really have anything else going on in the building. We're still putting money as we can here and there into the roof fund. We need to make sure for future reference that communication regarding event donations/tips is ironed out ahead of time. Building committee, nothing has really changed. On parks and grounds, we did get the downed tree moved out to the parking lot. People have been picking up pieces of it, and the rest should be gone soon. For parks and grounds, we need to ask Chopper to drop the ash tree by the bunker before it falls on the pavilion. Also, regarding the black walnut tree that the village uses to hang lights, Joe mentioned asking Chopper to cut the limbs and top it so it's just the main trunk standing as a pole. Then we could get some pretty climbing vine like clematis to grow up it.
Speaker 6 (Terry Roeder): This is Terry Roeder. Me and Stefan were talking after the Fourth where they set the stage. If we cut that tree down, we could build our own stage whenever permissible if we have funds, and try to have our own bands every now and then. We can utilize that building.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): That's already part of the long-term planning stages for the bunker initiative. In the interim, we'll use the pavilion because there's already power there. Eric has been out there busting his ass almost daily keeping everything raked up and cleaned. He continues to be a blessing to this post; make sure you tell him thank you.
Events Committee
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Events committee: We did vote on the electrical upgrades for the bunker to take place, providing there aren't any issues with the taxes that we have to be paying coming up. We'll get the upgrades for the future kitchen and the electrics behind the bar taken care of.
Sick Call and Relief
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Sick call, relief and employment. Quick update: Victor had to go back in the hospital for another surgery on his foot for an infection. They had to clean some infection out and amputated some of his toes. He was supposed to get released today.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): As for myself, I saw the doctor Monday and got my eye released. For those who don't know, during the cancer benefit event, I suffered a posterior vitreous detachment (PVD). The jelly in my eye separated from the back. It was non-hemorrhagic, but it peeled the vessel off and left it floating. I wasn't allowed to get my blood pressure up or do anything strenuous. Everything has now reattached itself naturally without needing corrective surgery. I had the best possible outcome for a bad situation.
Chaplain Fred (Fred Woods): Well, I had a PET scan done about a month ago. The PET scan showed three more active nodules in my right lung and two in my left. Now it's moved to the other lung as well, so they're calling it stage four. They want to start chemotherapy, but I'm not really ready for that. All of the nodules are less than a centimeter across. I've already got another scan scheduled for September. If they're larger or more active, then I'll consider chemo. The fact that it went to my left lung means they consider it metastasized. Bonnie and I are very well situated financially and structurally, but we appreciate the thoughts and prayers.
Jamie Williams (Speaker 3): If you need anything from anybody here, those treatments are lengthy. If you want somebody to just come sit with you, read, watch a movie, or if you'd like us to set up a meal train for your household, just let us know.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Fred, you will be in our prayers. If you want somebody to come sit and drink bourbon with you and piss off the nurses, Joe and I are available 24/7.
Senior Vice (Speaker 7): I'll even bring the damn bourbon. One call and the phone tree gets activated.
Senior Vice (Speaker 7): Regarding my own health, I am three weeks post-op. Tomorrow is my next visit to get cleared to drive, even though I drove here today. I'm doing good.
5. Unfinished and New Business
Commander (Brian Humphrey): We don't have any unfinished business, and no new candidates to initiate. For correspondence: During the 4th of July, the Village of Dupo recognized all the veterans in this post who are members here and Dupo residents. They also presented a plaque to the post from the village for all the things that we do for the community and local organizations. This was a very nice presentation. I want to give an extra thanks to Mr. Reynolds, who is out here every 4th of July and mouse race selling tickets. We appreciate your continued service.
Finance Officer Succession and Training
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Our finance officer, Lisa, has started a new job and as such is not going to have the hours available to her to continue doing what she does here long-term.
Lisa Humphrey (Finance Officer): I've started a part-time job and I am in the process of looking for a full-time job. While I'm looking, I would like to be able to train somebody and pass on my information and knowledge so that when the time comes and I transition to full-time, someone can seamlessly take over when I officially resign.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): If somebody is interested, the sooner you can get started training with her, the better. She has our payroll and finances perfectly on point. Whoever steps up to train will be appointed as an Assistant Finance Officer in the interim. Once Lisa officially submits her resignation letter to the Executive Board, we will conduct a proper special election per our guidelines. Note that per regulations, a member cannot hold two elected positions simultaneously, and the Commander cannot handle finance duties or fill the role even temporarily.
Motion on Certificate of Deposit (CD)
Lisa Humphrey (Finance Officer): I make a motion that we cash out the auto-renewing CD that we have at Regions Bank [which is nearing archival as unclaimed funds and only earning $0.45 in interest] and use the proceeds, approximately $3,500, to pay back what is owed to the Sons of the American Legion (SAL).
Tyler Beel (Jr Vice Cmdr) : I second the motion.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): We have a motion by Lisa, seconded by Tyler, to cash out the CD and pay back the SAL. Is there any further discussion? Hearing none, all in favor say aye. (Chorus of Ayes). Any opposed? (None). Motion passes. Stefan, please take care of transitioning that with the bank as the last surviving signatory.
Bar Personnel Compensation
Lisa Humphrey (Finance Officer): As the assistant bar manager and finance officer, I want to clarify that on Connie's one-year anniversary, she did receive an official raise approved by the E-Board. It literally just happened.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): All personnel salary adjustments and raises are handled strictly through the Executive Board review process.
6. Good of the American Legion & Closing Ceremonies
Junior Vice (Tyler Beel): I would like everyone to thank our finance officer for her excellent tenure and modernization efforts.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): She has been absolutely instrumental in getting everything modernized, organized, and brought into the 21st century. I cannot take credit for that; her technical management has kept us moving forward perfectly.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): There being no further business, Chaplain, please lead us in the closing ceremony. All stand and remove your covers.
[Closing Prayer]
Our Heavenly Father, we deem this a fitting time to pay our respects to our departed comrades. As we stand with bowed heads in reverence to them, let us remember the good deeds they accomplished. Let us revere them as good soldiers who fought a good fight in a just cause.

Let us silently pray for peace, the peace that passes all understanding. And let us in mind and soul consecrate our hearts and lives to the real America, the land of the free, the home of the brave, the America worth fighting for. As we stand in silence to our departed comrades, may we sincerely say: may their souls rest in peace. Let us also remember the POWs and MIAs still unaccounted for from all wars and conflicts. Amen.
Commander (Brian Humphrey): Till we meet again, let us remember our obligation to our country can be fulfilled only by the faithful performance of all duties of citizenship. Let service to our community, state, and nation be ever the main objective of the American Legion and its members. Let us be ever watchful of the honor of our country, our organization, and ourselves, that nothing shall swerve us from the path of justice, freedom, and democracy. Hand salute to the colors... I now declare this meeting of Prairie DuPont Post 485, American Legion, Department of Illinois, adjourned.
