Prairie DuPont Post 485 – Meeting Minutes
Regular Membership Meeting
Date: 8 December 2025
Location: Prairie DuPont Post 485, American Legion, Department of Illinois​

Call to Order
The regular meeting of Prairie DuPont Post 485, American Legion, Department of Illinois, was called to order by the presiding officer, Jr Vice Commander Tyler Beel, at 1906 hours (7:06 p.m.) on 8 December 2025 at the Post home. The commander of record remained absent due to medical treatment, and the meeting was conducted in accordance with established post procedures.​
The presiding officer requested that the Adjutant note the time of convening in the minutes and announced that the order of business would proceed according to the prescribed agenda.​

Opening Ceremonies
· The meeting opened with the standard invocation. The Chaplain offered the formal opening prayer, asking Almighty God to guide the work of the meeting, bless those who serve the public welfare, preserve loyalty to country and to God, and bring comfort and healing to those suffering mental and physical disabilities.​
· A POW/MIA empty chair was recognized and explained as a physical symbol of American prisoners of war and those missing in action from all wars and conflicts, reminding all present of the continuing obligation to seek their full accounting and repatriation.​
· Members rendered appropriate honors and recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.​
· Members then recited the Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion, reaffirming the purposes of the organization including defense of the Constitution, promotion of one hundred percent Americanism, preservation of memories of service, and dedication to justice, freedom, democracy, and mutual comradeship.​
The presiding officer declared Prairie DuPont Post 485 of the American Legion, Department of Illinois, regularly convened.​




Roll Call of Officers
A roll call of officers was conducted with the following results:​
· Commander – Excused (out with medical issues/surgery)
· Senior Vice Commander – Excused
· Junior Vice Commander – Present
· Adjutant – Present
· Finance Officer – Excused
· Service Officer – Present
· Chaplain – Present
· Sergeant-at-Arms – Position not filled; no sergeant-at-arms present
· Judge Advocate – Excused (believed to be Alan)
· Historian – Not Present ​
A quorum of officers and members was present, and the presiding officer proceeded with the regular order of business.​

Reading and Approval of Previous Minutes
The Adjutant read the minutes of the previous regular meeting, which included the full narrative of the prior opening ceremonies, officer presence, committee reports, financial report, and detailed sick-call information.​
During the discussion that followed:
· Members noted that the prior minutes were lengthy due to the experimental process of preparing minutes from recorded audio, including generic references to “member” where speakers were not identified by name.​
· It was acknowledged that speakers should identify themselves when speaking so that the minutes can more accurately reflect who is participating in the discussion.​
· A question was raised about including the exact time of adjournment in the minutes, and the presiding officer agreed this should be explicitly stated for future meetings.​
· Corrections were requested regarding certain details, including the name of a member referenced in sick call and the time the previous meeting was adjourned. Members indicated that some items would need to be looked up and corrected.​
Because corrections were required, the minutes of the previous meeting did not stand approved as read. The Adjutant will adjust the minutes and present them at a subsequent meeting for approval.​

Guests and New Members
· No guests were present.
· No prospective new members or membership applications were reported.​

Committee and Officer Reports
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation / Service Officer
The Service Officer provided a brief update:
· The Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC) funding issue with St. Clair County has been worked out in the VAC’s favor, addressing prior concerns about insufficient county-level funding.​
· Members were reminded that the VA would be holding a virtual town hall on Wednesday; however, specific connection details or website information were not available to share at the time of the meeting.​
No additional detailed VA claims or casework issues were presented during this meeting.​

National Security
No formal National Security report was presented, and the identity of the current committee chair was uncertain among those present.​

Media and Communications
· No written communications were received since the last meeting.​
· Members noted that the Media and Communications chair was usually “Fantasy,” although the chair was not specifically present to provide a report.​

Veterans Employment and Education
· No new employment or education programs were reported that directly applied to current members during this meeting.​
· The committee chair for this area was not clearly identified on the floor.​

Americanism / Children and Youth
· The Americanism and Children and Youth functions are associated with “Fantasy,” although no formal report was delivered at this meeting.​
· No new contest or youth program information was presented during this session.​

Internal Affairs and Membership
· The membership function was identified as being handled by Joe; no formal statistical membership report was delivered at this meeting.​
· No new membership applications or transfers were presented.​

Finance Officer’s Report
· No finance report was available for this meeting. The Finance Officer was excused and no substitute report was presented.​
· Members acknowledged that certain recent event figures, such as Shop with a Cop proceeds, could not be reported in final detail without the formal finance report.​

Canteen Committee
· No Canteen Committee representative was present to deliver a report.​
· Informal discussion regarding bartender issues and tip distribution was deferred to Executive Board consideration, as members agreed that the extended debate at the bar had been non-productive and should be handled at that level.​

Building Committee
· No formal written Building Committee report was presented during this meeting.​
· No new building maintenance issues were introduced on the floor beyond prior known concerns.​

Parks and Grounds
The Parks and Grounds report was given verbally:
· It was noted that “it’s cold out there,” and seasonal outdoor activities have largely paused.​
· The post still has not had the dead trees removed from the park area. Costs and logistics remain a concern, but no final plan was presented at this meeting.​

Events Committee
The Events Committee report was presented with emphasis on recent and ongoing activities:​
· Shop with a Cop:
· Post members Stephan, the presiding Junior Vice, Joe, and Tom volunteered their time for the Shop with a Cop event, assisting with operations and bar service.​
· It was reported that the event raised “a little over $2,000,” although exact figures await confirmation from the Finance Officer’s records.​
· The bar was extremely busy, with an unusually long line of patrons throughout the event, and members expressed appreciation for the volunteers’ efforts under heavy workload.​
· There was some friction regarding how tips were divided between the bartender(s) and volunteer staff; members agreed that the matter should be resolved at the Executive Board level.​
· Poppy Drive:
· Under Good of the Legion, the final total from the recent poppy drive was later reported as $424.​
· The amount was divided by person at $53 per volunteer. The post had two representatives and received $106; the Sons of the American Legion (SAL) had one representative and received $53. The VFW and Auxiliary shares were also identified as part of the division, with two Legion, two VFW, three Auxiliary, and one SAL volunteer participating.​
No additional upcoming special events, such as train shows or fundraisers, were formally scheduled during this meeting, although members made informal reference to future train show plans in prior minutes.​

Balloting and Applications
· There were no new membership applications.
· There were no ballots or membership actions presented.​

Sick Call, Relief, and Employment
Under Sick Call, Relief, and Employment, the following updates and concerns were shared:​
· The Commander remains out due to a bowel obstruction and continues receiving treatment.​
· Alan remains out and continues therapy following prior serious medical issues; no new update was available.​
· Victor is still out, managing a severe infection in his knee, reportedly similar to a prior infection; further details were not available.​
· Tom reported that his foot is improving. He continues to wear an insert, is able to exercise and do some work, and must monitor his activity level to avoid overexertion. He reported significant fatigue and pain after extended activity during the Shop with a Cop event but is progressing overall.​
· Fred provided a detailed medical update:
· He recently underwent a PET scan and a biopsy to evaluate a lung mass.​
· Preliminary imaging indicated the mass appears hollow rather than solid, but final pathology results had not yet been returned at the time of the meeting.​
· Fred received notice that new test results were posted to his patient chart but did not yet know whether they pertained to the lung mass or other tests.​
· Fred also reported that his youngest brother, diagnosed with stage 4 cancer, is responding well to treatment so far.​
· Fred recounted that another brother, who lived alone and did not like going to doctors, was found deceased following a welfare check requested by the family when he failed to appear to assist a sibling who is semi-invalid after a stroke; members expressed condolences.​
Members were asked to keep all named comrades and their families in their thoughts and prayers.​
No specific employment issues, job losses, or assistance needs were reported during this meeting.​

Unfinished Business
Under Unfinished Business, the following matters were discussed:​
· The need to fill certain officer positions in a pro-tem capacity, particularly the Sergeant-at-Arms and a trustee position associated with Alan’s duties, was acknowledged.​
· The presiding officer and several members agreed that it would be preferable to postpone a vote on pro-tem appointments until a larger number of members are present and a suitably willing candidate can be identified.​
· Members agreed to table the matter again, emphasizing that they did not wish to move forward with appointments based solely on a minimal quorum.​
No other unfinished business was brought forward.​

New Business and Correspondence
· No new written correspondence was received.​
· No new business items were introduced from the floor. Members present did not identify additional issues requiring formal action.​

Memorials
Under Memorials and Post Bereavement Matters:
· It was noted that Marie Smith had passed away the previous Friday.​
· Her visitation was scheduled from 10:00 to 12:00 (noon) the next day, with memorial services beginning at 12:00.​
· Members discussed whether a post representative could attend; those present generally indicated schedule conflicts due to work or medical appointments, but appreciation was expressed to Stephen for sharing the information.​
No additional deaths of current post members were reported during this meeting.​

Good of the Legion
Under Good of the Legion, the following points were made:​
· Appreciation was expressed to Stephen, Tom, Joe, and others who volunteered for the Shop with a Cop event, including assistance at the bar under heavy demand.​
· Members briefly recounted an issue where the bartender initially did not recognize the Junior Vice and expressed frustration over traditional methods of dividing tips; the group agreed that future procedures should be clarified by the Executive Board.​
· Members noted that the Poppy Drive total and distribution had been clarified, with $424 collected and apportioned among participating organizations and volunteers as previously described.​
· An “alibi” item was raised noting that the upcoming Saturday would feature the Army–Navy football game, and any post-related event plans were considered pending.​
No additional long-term strategic issues, rumors, or major event planning items were introduced under Good of the Legion at this meeting.​

Closing Ceremonies
At the conclusion of business, the Chaplain conducted the formal closing service:​
· Members stood uncovered while the Chaplain led a memorial prayer for departed comrades, asking that their good deeds be remembered and that their souls rest in peace.​
· The prayer also included remembrance of POWs and MIAs still unaccounted for from past wars and conflicts.​
· Members were reminded of their obligations as citizens and Legionnaires to faithfully perform the duties of citizenship, serve community, state, and nation, and safeguard the honor of country, organization, and self in the cause of justice, freedom, and democracy.​
Members rendered a final hand salute during the formal closing.​

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the meeting, the presiding officer declared the meeting of Prairie DuPont Post 485, American Legion, Department of Illinois, adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 1942 hours (7:42 p.m.).​

Prepared by:
Adjutant, Prairie DuPont Post 485
American Legion, Department of Illinois​
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